
How to Write an Introduction 

and Conclusion for a Theological Review 

 

The introduction of a critical review sets the stage for the reader by providing essential context 
and outlining the purpose of your analysis. When reviewing a theological book or commentary, 
your introduction must demonstrate an understanding of the work’s theological, historical, and 
academic significance. Below are key elements to include in the introduction: 

______________________________________________________________________________
__________________ 

1. Contextual Background 
o Start by introducing the author and their credentials. Highlight their theological 

tradition, academic achievements, and prior works, as these details can influence 
the perspective and credibility of their arguments. 

o Provide an overview of the book’s purpose. For example, is it an exegetical 
commentary, a systematic theological treatise, or a pastoral work? 

o Situate the work within its broader context. Mention its relevance within 
theological debates, historical developments, or its contribution to 
contemporary Christian thought. 

2. Statement of Purpose 
o Clearly articulate the aim of your review. Are you evaluating its theological 

accuracy, scholarly rigor, practical application, or contribution to specific 
debates? 

o Specify the criteria for your critique. For instance, you might assess the book’s 
scriptural exegesis, theological coherence, logical arguments, or alignment with 
historical orthodoxy. 

3. Thesis Statement 
o Present a concise thesis that outlines your overall assessment. This thesis should 

encapsulate your key judgment on the book’s strengths and weaknesses. 
o Avoid vague statements; instead, offer a balanced perspective. For example: 

“While the author provides a compelling interpretation of Pauline theology, their 
treatment of eschatology lacks depth and nuance.” 

4. Outline of the Review 
o Briefly summarize the structure of your review. Indicate which aspects of the 

book you will discuss (e.g., its methodology, theological insights, or practical 
applications). 

o This roadmap ensures that readers know what to expect and how your 
arguments will unfold. 



Example Introduction: Dr. Jane Doe’s commentary, "The Gospel of Matthew: A Theological 
Exposition," offers a fresh perspective on the Sermon on the Mount by integrating historical-
critical methodology with a focus on contemporary ethical implications. As a seasoned scholar 
in New Testament studies, Doe builds upon her prior work to address ongoing debates about 
Jesus’ teachings on justice and mercy. This review evaluates the commentary’s methodological 
rigor, theological insights, and practical relevance, concluding that while it excels in bridging 
ancient texts with modern concerns, it occasionally oversimplifies complex exegetical issues. 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________ 

The conclusion of your critical review should leave the reader with a clear understanding of 
your overall assessment and its broader implications. It is your opportunity to synthesize your 
analysis, reiterate key insights, and provide a thoughtful reflection on the work’s significance. 

1. Summary of Key Points 
o Recap the main strengths and weaknesses discussed in your review. Avoid 

introducing new arguments or critiques. 
o Emphasize the aspects that were most impactful, whether positive or negative. 

For example, highlight an innovative theological interpretation or a significant 
methodological flaw. 

2. Evaluation of Contribution 
o Assess the book’s contribution to its field. Does it advance theological discourse, 

offer new exegetical insights, or address gaps in existing literature? 
o Consider the audience for whom the book is most suitable. Is it a valuable 

resource for pastors, scholars, students, or laypeople? 
3. Final Judgment 

o Provide a concise and balanced conclusion that reflects your overall evaluation. 
Avoid overly harsh or effusive language; aim for fairness and clarity. 

o For example: “Although the book’s analysis of Old Testament intertextuality is 
groundbreaking, its lack of engagement with non-Western theological 
perspectives limits its global applicability.” 

4. Broader Implications 
o Reflect on the work’s implications for theology, ministry, or academia. How does 

it challenge existing assumptions, inspire further study, or contribute to Christian 
practice? 

o Consider posing a question or offering a suggestion for future exploration. For 
example: “Future studies could build on Doe’s insights by examining how her 
ethical framework applies to diverse cultural contexts.” 

Example Conclusion: Dr. Doe’s "The Gospel of Matthew: A Theological Exposition" succeeds in 
bringing the ethical dimensions of Jesus’ teachings into dialogue with contemporary social 
concerns. Its clear structure and accessible language make it an invaluable resource for pastors 
and seminary students, though its limited engagement with non-Western perspectives signals a 



missed opportunity for broader theological dialogue. Overall, this commentary enriches our 
understanding of Matthew’s Gospel and invites further reflection on its relevance for today’s 
church. 

Practical Tips 

• Maintain Objectivity: While it is natural to have opinions, ensure your analysis is 
supported by evidence from the text. 

• Engage with Primary Content: Provide examples from the book to substantiate your 
critique. 

• Respect the Author: Even if you disagree with certain points, avoid dismissive or 
condescending language. 

• Consider Your Audience: Tailor your review to the needs and expectations of your 
intended readers. 

By carefully crafting your introduction and conclusion, you will provide a compelling framework 
for your critical review, ensuring it is both engaging and insightful. 
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